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Richard and Fiona Harpin a couple from Swindon, plan to sue their neighbour Terence Griffin for £60,000 after being told the value of their four-bedroom property has fallen to £190,000 from £250,000 because of his sustained campaign of harassment.

Mr Griffin has two convictions for harassment against the Harpins, both of which have to be declared to potential house buyers, and this makes the property less valuable, estate agents have told the couple. 

Homeowners can claim damages for financial loss under the Protection from Harassment Act, 1997 and the Harpins have decided to pursue a case against Griffin. Speaking to The Telegraph, Mrs Harpin said: 

"Unfortunately, it seems our only way of getting a full asking price is to go to litigation. We have to tell potential buyers about our neighbour's harassment convictions…We have consulted a solicitor and we are going forward with litigation." 

It seems Mr Griffin was a particularly offensive neighbour, going as far as building a viewing platform overlooking the Harpins' garden in order to watch their movements and shouting abuse at Mrs Harpin up to 30 times a day. 

Research from Norwich Union Insurance shows that selfish car parking is probably the biggest flash-point in neighbourly living. But although a quarter of people say selfish car parking makes their blood boil, only 12% have the courage to say anything to the people who infuriate them. 

The Norwich Union top ten reasons for neighbourhood disputes are: 

1. Selfish car parking 

2. Loud pets 

3. Loud children 

4. Loud music/TV 

5. Overhanging trees 

6. Rubbish 

7. Indiscreet arguments 

8. Late night parties 

9. Noisy lovemaking 

10. Nosy neighbours 

